
United States Bstent and ThAPEMARK Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Oflioe 

Address: COMMISSIONER OP PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

www. uspto.g(7V 



1 APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


08/921.250 




08/29/1997 


YASUNORI INOUE 


970813 


9314 


23850 7590 


01/15/2003 









ARMSTRONG,WESTERMAN & HATTORI, LLP 
1725 K STREET, NW 
SUITE 1000 

WASHINGTON, DC 20006 



EXAMINER 



GOUDREAU, GEORGE A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1763 

DATE MAILED: 01/15/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office conununication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



0 



Application No. 



Examiner J 



Applicant(s) 



Group Art Unit 



— TTve MMUHQ DATE of ihis communication appeat^ on the coyer sh^t beneath the conespondeince adtfmss— 

P Giod foir l^eplly 

A SHORTEFMED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 




MONTH(S) HROM THE MAILING DATE 



- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, vnay a reply bie timely filed after SIX (6) MOfSTTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, tiy defauft, expire SIX (6) MOfSTTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

• Any reply received by the Office later than three nfK>nths after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



Re sponsive to communication(s) filed on 
This action is IF1IIML. 



□ Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, (pmokseciurltSoini as m®irDl^ 6s cDosodI in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



OBsipTOSttDoini off Claims 



Of the above claim(s) 



is/ar e pending in the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s)- 

□ Glaim(s)_ 



ApipDicat^oini [Paip®irs 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on , 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are allowed . 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

[Pro r% ymdloir 35 y.SuC. § 11119 (aHc^I) 
"n;^ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (a)-(d). 
^ All □ Some* □ None of the: 
1^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received . 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the tntemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(^) 
^Certified copies not received: 



^^nfor mation Disclosure Stat ment(s). PTO-1449, Paper No (s). □ Int rvi w Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Pat nt Application, PTO-1 52 

D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Revi w, PTO-948 □ Other 

Ofilice Action Summiaeif 
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15. Claims 3-7, 9-14, 16-20, 22-27, and 31 are allowed. 

16. The examiner only initialed 2 of the 5 IDS sheets submitted by the applicant for review by 
the examiner for the following reasons. The Wolf et. al. and Sze journal references which were 
listed on one of the IDS sheets which were submitted by the applicant were not submitted by the 
applicant. On another IDS sheet which was submitted by the applicant, the applicant incorrectly 
lists Japanese application numbers in the wrong format. Applicant should list these references 
using the Japanese patent publication numbers in the foreign patent section of an examiner's IDS 
statement. On another IDS sheet, the related copending applications which were listed by the 
applicant should have been listed under the non-patent documents section of an examiner's IDS 
statement in those instances where the appHcations have not issued. In those other instances 
where the applications have issued, those references should be listed in the US patent documents 
section of an examiner's IDS statement. 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner George A. Goudreau whose telephone number is (703) -308- 
1915. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Examiner Gregory Mills, can be reached on (703) -308-1633. The appropriate fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) -306-3186. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) -308-0661. 
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